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Call for Papers
Accounting’s Past in Sport
In most countries, sporting organisations are economically and
socially important. Sports such as basketball, cricket, football
(in its various forms), golf and hockey contribute significantly
to shaping the cultures, communities and societies across the
globe. While covering a diversity of activities, sport is likewise
delivered and managed by means of a plethora of organisational
structures from large for-profit corporate bodies to local volunteer-based community clubs. However, one factor common to
all sporting organisations, both now and in the past, is the need
to account and to be accountable.
A special issue of Accounting History on the above titled theme
is scheduled to be published in the first half of 2015.
Topics for this special issue may include, but are not limited to,
areas such as:
• Accounting practices in sport and/or sporting organisations
• Accountability and reporting by sporting organisations
• The diverse sources of funding in sport and their consequences for shaping notions of accountability and
success
• The role of accounting in shaping the development of
sporting organisations, or sports as a whole
• The interplay between sport and accounting and the
development of national culture, or community social
capital
• The relationship between financial (“off-field”) success
and sporting (“on-field”) success
• Accountants’ contribution to sport, or the influence of
sports or sporting culture on accountants and accounting practice
• Creative accounting, fraud and accounting scandals in
sport
Potential contributors are encouraged to interpret the theme
broadly using diverse theoretical and methodological perspectives. Submissions are particularly encouraged which explore
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the multiple, complex and disconnected factors shaping accounting’s past in sport and which seek to identify the impacts of accounting on organisational and social functioning.
Likewise, papers published in this special issue need not be
constrained by focusing only on large, national or international
sports and organisations. Contributions which focus on accounting and sport in local settings are also welcome.
Submissions must be written in English and forwarded electronically to the guest editors by 30 September 2013. Manuscripts will be subject to the usual double blind review process
of Accounting History.
Guest editors:
Potential contributors are invited to contact the guest editors to
discuss their proposed topics.
Brad Potter, University of Melbourne, email: bnpotter@unimelb.
edu.au
Margaret Lightbody, University of South Australia, email: margaret.lightbody@unisa.edu.au
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